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25
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, May 27, 1992
May 11: In a statement broadcast on Radio Metropole, Senate president Dejean Belizaire described
the May 9 agreement on establishing a consensus government as "an important stage in the
solution of the crisis." He called on members of the National Assembly to approve the agreement.
(See NotiSur 05/13/92 for coverage of accord.) In a statement, the National Front for Change
and Democracy (FNCD) "categorically" rejected the consensus government accord. According
to the Front which supports deposed president Jean Bertrand Aristide , the accord effectively
"removes the constitutionally-elected president from participating in the solution" to the political
crisis. May 12: According to a report by National Radio, the provisional government ordered the
legislature to meet in session on May 13 to approve the accord. The National Assembly commenced
a month-long recess on May 11. May 13: Francois Benoit, vice president of the Movement for
the Installation of Democracy in Haiti, said the party was fully supportive of the consensus
government agreement. In Port-au-Prince, science students at the National University participated
in a 20-minute demonstration showing support for Aristide. When police arrived at the scene, the
demonstrators sought refuge inside campus buildings. No arrests or casualties were reported.
Provisional prime minister Jean Jacques Honorat told daily newspaper Le Nouvellist (Port-auPrince) that the government plans to file charges against Washington for "diverting Haitian funds"
frozen in the US following the Sept. 30 coup. Honorat was referring to a government account
of approximately US$6 million deposited in the New York Federal Reserve bank. According to
Honorat, US officials have used part of the money in the account to "support Aristide." May 14:
A US Coast Guard spokesperson reported that 1,000 Haitian refugees were picked up off the
coast of Puerto Rico during the past 24 hours, the largest number in a single day since January.
The refugees were taken to the camp at the US naval base in Guantanamo Bay. As of May 14,
the number of Haitians intercepted by the Coast Guard since the coup totaled 28,935. In a letter
address to Organization of American States (OAS) Secretary General Joao Baena Soares, 48 former
government ministers, physicians, industrialists and religious leaders requested that the OAS lift
the trade embargo imposed on Haiti following the coup. According to the letter, the sanctions "have
caused such serious damage to Haiti's economy" that they "threaten to annihilate all possibilities
for returning to democracy and the process institutional modernization." May 15: The US Coast
Guard reported intercepting another 328 Haitian refugees at sea, bringing the total to 29,264. Next,
125 Haitians were deported, bringing total deportations since the coup to 13,358. As of May 15,
9,225 Haitians were residing at the Guantanamo camp. According to the US Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS), 8,223 of the refugees qualify for requesting political asylum in the
US. Radio Metropole reported that the Senate approved the May 9 agreement by a vote of 13-1.
Ten pro-Aristide senators boycotted the vote. The provisional government requested that the
OAS lift the trade embargo, and accept Haiti's solution to the political crisis. May 17: In Nassau,
Bahamas, OAS member-nation foreign ministers discussed a resolution to strengthen sanctions
against Haiti. Among other things, the new sanctions would include a ban on transactions by
regional governments against air and water cargo carriers who violate the embargo. Next, the OAS
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called on member-nation governments to revoke visas of Haitian nationals known to be supporters
of the Sept. 30 coup. The OAS requested cooperation from financial institutions throughout the
world in freezing assets owned by Haitians who financed the coup. Canadian Foreign Minister
Barbara McDougall told reporters that her government plans to strengthen sanctions against Haiti
in response to OAS recommendations. She said the Canadian government was fully supportive
of the Feb. 23 agreement mediated by the OAS in Washington. Humanitarian aid, including US$5
million worth of foodstuffs and medical supplies destined for Haiti in the next few weeks, will not
be discontinued. May 18: Cuban officials reported that at least 18 Haitian refugees died when their
vessel capsized and sank off the island's coast. Twenty-one boat passengers survived and two are
reported missing. OAS member-nation foreign ministers approved the resolution to strengthen
sanctions against Haiti. In the Port-au-Prince suburb of Petionville, a small private airplane dropped
thousands of leaflets urging "all- out resistance" against the "dictatorial regime" that took power
after Aristide was deposed. Police confiscated the literature. According to a witness cited by the
Associated Press, police arrested people in possession of the leaflets. INS spokesperson Cassie
Booth said 13,358 Haitians have been deported, 8,685 are considered to have possible cause for
political asylum in the US, and 11,503 are held at the Guantanamo refugee camp. According to
an unidentified US official cited by the Associated Press, the Coast Guard interception effort has
cost the US at least US$66 million. US Coast Guard Petty Officer Joe Dye said 2,403 Haitians were
intercepted over the weekend, bringing the total since Oct. 29 to 31,667. Thus far in May, the Coast
Guard has picked up 8,081 Haitians. May 19: The US Coast Guard deported 388 Haitians, bringing
the total number of deportees to 13,272. On the same day, Coast Guard cutters intercepted 1,471
Haitians, the highest daily tally thus far. In a statement broadcast on Radio Metropole, Haitian
Information Minister Gerard Bissainthe said, "The OAS continues to impose hunger on the Haitian
people...The scandal of the illegal, unjust and cruel OAS policy continues with respect to Haiti."
A New York Times editorial said that President George Bush should pressure European allies to
join the embargo against Haiti. If such pressure fails to produce results, the Times suggested that
President Bush order a naval blockade of the country. May 20: State Department spokesperson
Margaret Tutwiler told reporters that the Guantanamo refugee camp facilities are stretched to the
limit. The camp was designed to a house a maximum 12,500 people. May 21: The Haitian Chamber
of Deputies approved a slightly amended version of the "national consensus" agreement which
precludes Aristide's return to power and the appointment of Rene Theodore as prime minister.
The amended accord requires provisional government officials to resign as soon as the new
government is functioning. Coast Guard spokespersons said that until the overcrowding problem
at the Guantanamo camp is resolved, the service will refrain from intercepting Haitian vessels en
route to the US unless passengers are in imminent danger. OAS Secretary General Baena Soares
said the OAS does not recognize the Haitian "consensus government" agreement. A general strike,
organized by 29 pro-Aristide political groups, was only partially observed in Port-au-Prince. About
80% of businesses were open, although school children stayed home and traffic was light. Schools
were shut down by the government in the Carrefour suburb. Youths bombarded soldiers with
rocks in poor and working class neighborhoods. Numerous arrests and skirmishes with police were
reported. Port-au-Prince radio station Tropic FM reported that seven people were killed by soldiers
in the Carrefour suburb the previous evening. The independent Haitian Press Agency reported that
Catholic priest Phillip Jean Pierre was arrested during a student demonstration in the coastal town
of Leogane, about 30 km. west of the capital. May 22: Cuban government officials announced that
Haitian refugees arriving on the nation's shores will not be allowed to set sail again for the US. The
move was justified by concern for the refugees' lives. The govenrment's international news service
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Prensa Latina mentioned a recent incident off the Guantanamo port, during which a boat capsized
and 20 Haitians died. Next, the government plans to begin charging Haitian boat owners for docking
and repair services. If owners cannot pay, vessels will be confiscated. Prensa Latina reported that
over 40,000 Haitian refugees have arrived in Cuba since 1980, and 400 remain. The Haitian Senate
approved the amended version of the May 9 agreement approved by the Chamber of Deputies.
In a nationwide radio broadcast in French and Creole, the US Embassy warned Haitians "not to
take to the sea in hopes of being picked up by US Coast Guard vessels." The statement explained
that US facilities in Guantanamo were overcrowded, and that the Coast Guard "will no longer be
able to help those in distress on the high seas in that area." May 23: According to Haitian military
spokespersons, three people, including two soldiers, were killed in incidents in the capital city that
"could be related to political warfare." Unidentified persons carrying Uzi machineguns and pistols
and dressed in olive drab uniforms, were reportedly patrolling the streets of Port-au-Prince since
Friday night. The spokespersons said the "commandos" questioned individuals who appeared to
be soldiers. May 24: President Bush authorized the Coast Guard to immediately deport all Haitians
picked up at sea. White House spokesperson Judy Smith said the Coast Guard will either escort the
boats back to Haiti or carry passengers to Haiti aboard vessels deemed unable to make the journey.
According to Smith, INS officers on Coast Guard vessels "will have the flexibility to determine if
any refugees have legitimate asylum claims and would be in danger" if immediately deported to
Haiti. Excepting these cases, Haitians will have to submit petitions for asylum at the US Embassy in
Port-au-Prince. Since the coup, the Coast Guard has intercepted over 34,000 Haitians. Of the total,
about 8,000 were allowed to pursue requests for political asylum, and 14,000 were deported. Haitian
human rights activists protested President Bush's order, asserting that it violates a 1967 international
protocol signed by Washington which prohibits deportation of refugees to a nation where they
will be persecuted. May 25: The provisional government closed public high schools in the capital
following a week of anti-government demonstrations. No official explanation for the measure was
made public. [Sources: Inter Press Service, 05/11/92, 05/12/92; United Press International, 05/15/92,
05/18/92; Washington Post, Chinese news service Xinhua, 05/18/92; Notimex, 05/12/92, 05/17/92,
05/18/92, 05/20/92, 05/21/92; Prensa Latina (Cuba), 05/21/92, 05/22/92; Deutsche Press Agentur,
05/15/92, 05/19/92, 05/20-22/92; Spanish news service EFE, 05/18/92, 05/21/92, 05/22/92; Agence
France-Presse, 05/11-15/92, 05/18-22/92, 05/24/92; Associated Press, 05/16/92, 05/18/92, 05/21-26/92)
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